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By DOROTHY 0. REA 

(News Staff Writer) 
Utah summers sag under the 
weight of memories of the Old 
West. Two of Utah's unincorpor- 
ated towns are wealthiest in 
the stories’ still waiting to be 
written, 

Fairfield and Cedar Fort, 
both located in Cedar Valley, 
are holding all the landmarks 
that remain of the fabled days 
of Johnston's Army when Fair- 
field became the third largest 
city in Utah, Lica 

Fairfield was the Moab of 
1858, when it became a boom 
town with the establishment of 
Camp Floyd by Gen. Albert Sid- 
ney Johnston and his soldiers, 

Sagging inside its broken 
picket-fence is the old Fairfield 
Hotel, social center of the area 
in its better days, . Directly 
across the street from the old 
hotel is a stone marker made of 
the stone from the old guard- 
|house at Camp Floyd and from 
stone laden with Indian writ- 
ings. 

Preserves Information 

This monument has preserved 
the information that Fairfield 
was setiled by John Carson 
(proprietor of the old hotel) Wil- 
/liam and David Carson, Wil- 
liam Beardshall and John 
Clegg, who settled there in 
1855, ‘ 
| Descendants of the Carsons 
are still among the best known 
jresidents of Fairfield. Reed 
Carson is the present-day bish- 
op of Fairfield Branch, Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. Mr. Carson also must 
shoulder much of the civic re- 
sponsibility in his town since 
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Cedar Valley Towns 
Hold Landmarks |. 
Of Fabled Utah Past 


there is no city government in 
an unincorporated town, « 


hears early of the days when 
Washington Carson and_ his 
brother, George, were scalped 
by the braves of Chief White 
Elk, They have also heard the 
sequel in which old White Elk 
was chased out onto frozen 
Utah Lake where he: fell 
through the ice and was never 
seen again... | 
Population Once 1,500 © 
Out in this barren valley lies 


one of Utah's ghost towns) the 
old mining town of Mercur.'One 
of the first long distance power 
lines in the world traced its 
way on ‘stalking poles from 
Provo Canyon.up to Mercur in 
its boom days. The old ghost 
town once had 1,500 residents 
including the late George H. 
Dern who lived there from 1904 
until 1909, 

Cedar Valley is also the home 
of one of the nation’s oldest na- 
tional cemeteries. A single 
monument surrounded by 
graves, unmarked in the sage- 
brush, marks the old cemetery 
site. The monument was erected 
by the war department to honor 
soldiers and civilian employes 
of Camp Floyd, who died dur- 
ing the time of the Utah Expe- 
dition. 

Johnston's Army, historians 
relate, was sent to Utah to 
“keep order among the rebel 
Mormons.” 

Booming Army Town 

Not only was Fairfield a 
booming army town where trad- 
ing was a major occupation. It 
was also a Pony Express and 
Overland Stage station. 

The great black willow trees 
of the area had their beginning 
when John Carson had the 
small trees*brought by stage 
into Fairfield, 

Cedar Fort, a town of about 
250 persons, got its name from 
an old picket fort made from 
cedar logs that grew in sur- 
rounding hills. 

When Pres. Brigham Young 
advised the settlers to build a 
stone fort, the old cedar fort 
was removed. Parts of the stone 
fort still remain. 


/Cedar Fort historian, reveals 
that Cedar Valley was once a 
county in Utah Territory and 
Cedar Fort was the county seat. 

John Sampson Hacking was 
one of the early settlers of 
Cedar Fort. An old adobe build- 
ing in which he lived with his 
family is one of the prized Jand- 
marks of the town, It is still 
standing humbly at the side of 
the big two-story house he later 
built. 

Valuable Farming Area 
“In this big house is an old- 
fashioned organ. Mrs. Karen 
Hacking, present owner of the 
home, tells how members of the 
Hacking family picked and 
dried ground-cherries to get 
|money to buy the organ, 

Cedar Valley is a valuable 
dry-land farming area. Most of 
the payroll, however, comes 
from the neighboring industries 
at Deseret Chemical Depot. 
Most families raise their own 
gardens, poultry and livestock. 

“It is pleasant to live in 
Cedar Valley,” said one long- 
time resident. “Because there 


Every child in Cedar Valley |‘ 


A visit with Mrs. Alice Cook, |, 
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TOWN OF CEDAR FORT—On a sun-dapp pled flat at the foot of cedar dotted moun- 


tains, Cedar Fort lives a quiet daily life, d rawin, 


industries. 


ig most of its payroll from neighboring 


OLD FAIRFIELD HOTEL—If the old Fairfield Hotel could speak it could’tell tales:of 


the days when the town was the third largest. in Utah— 


Army .was encamped within a stone’s throw. 


BISHOP REED CARSON | 
++ + heads Fairfield Branch ) 


are no political bodies, no rival 
businesses and few organiza- 
tions; all people are on an equal 
status.” 

Mrs. Anna Carson was one of 


the many who a few weeks ago 
attended, the anniversary Car- 
son reunion, marking 100 years 


-|since the Carsons first came to 


Cedar Valley. 

The people in the valley seem 
to be isolated, yet are only a 
few miles from Lehi and other 
Central Utah cities. 

Children look forward to 
Wednesday each week when 
pretty Mrs. D. E. Bybee comes 
from Lehi to teach a dancing 
class in Cedar Fort. 

Bishop Ernel M.-Cook is the 
advisor for folk in Cedar Fort 
Ward. 
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MRS. D. E. BYBE! 
She is dancing teacher 


the days when Johnston's 


ICE COOK 
Cedar Valley historian 
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